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ISSUER-LIVING AND DEAD.

These are the days when much Is be¬

ing: said about "living Issues" and
"dead issues'." The newspapers have
been taking a (ling at the topic for
three years and a half now, and as

the limr approaches for the National
Convention of the two parties, the dis¬
cussion waxes warmer. The question
came up in the Democratic State Con¬
vention here on the second of May and
v.as discussed and voted on, if not set¬
tled. That it was not really settled
might be Inferred from the fact that
this mailer of Democratic policy is
more talked of now than before.

Issue:?, be It observed, are not very
unlike wires.they may bo "Kve" to¬

day and "dead" to-morrow, and then
they may be alive again the day after.
A live Issue is one along which the

current of popular interest and thougtit
sets. The tariff was a very live issue In

1892; In 1S3G It was as dead as *he classic
Hector. Yet this year, in a new form.
in two now forms.it will be one of the
llvoat Issues of the campaign. We shall
hear of It both as the foster-mother of
trusts and as a machine for squeezing
the Porto Ricnns. The dead U alive
a Rain.
Some contemporaries are greatly

worried that the Democratic State
Convention did not declare that tho
free coinage of silver Is a dead tissue.
-Tl w "< P"ne,.|,.,l <h lt they » ould be
worried, Yd if that Issue Is dead what
Is the use «>f a coroner's verdict? The
free coinage of silver, at the ralio of
Iß to 1, will not be so live this year as
it was in ISO«. And yet, In i:)04. it may
agailn be the one paramount I-sue of
the campaign, and what Is more, may
carry before the people. The more
than fi.ooo.noo Democrats, who believed
in 1SDS that tho free coinage of silver
was ilght, may still believe it is right,
r.nd may favor keeping it in the party.'"
declaration^ principles. Yet they may
be <;u<itc willing to admit that there are
more urgent Issues at this time.

Tiiere lies a distinct purpose behind
the gold-hug cry for leaving this is¬
sue out of the platform this year. The
Palmer-Bucknertto would see, in this,
hl3 own rehabilitation and the recogni¬
tion of that superlative wisdom rind
foresight, of which his modesty lias
prompted him to claim a monopoly.
The plain.ordinary gold-bug knows that
Ü the Democratic party can lie induced
to drop free silver as an Issue now,
that when the gold standard has
brought about a panic (as it is sure t<»
do In tho next few years) the chances
are tlt.it there will not be another
straight fight for bimetallism; the
party may be switched oh a false track.
If, however, the issue remains in the
platform, it means that the special In¬
terests fostered by the gold standard
are still In danger. When the integrity
of tile Republic has been assured by
the elimination Of Militarism and Im¬
perialism, the party that lias per¬
formed that work may turn to the es.

tablishmcnl of an honest and equitable
monetary standard of both silver and
gold as formerly, under the bimetallic
mint law of Jefferson and Hamilton.
Nobody knows better than your

gold-bug upon what an Insecure foun¬
dation the present "prosperity" of the
country rests. The Increase In the
world's output of gold, the Increase of
circulation in this country, through
enormous war expenditures, the inevi¬
table business reaction from a state of
abnormal depression . these things

have operated to make times better.
The need of more money of ullimale re¬

demption Is not so sharply felt. The
despotic tendencies of McKInlcyism
have alarmed the country. The gruep-
Ing Truste have incensed it. Things
have come the way of 'the gold-bug,
who Is anxious to avoid another fight
like that of 189G. If he can have the
free coinage of sliver eliminated from
the platform this year he is willing to
trust to chance or luck for the future.
He knows that the pains of the gold-

standard will be sharply felt again dn
the next few years; he wants no rem¬
edy at hand in the shape of a Demo¬
cratic bimetallic pledge.

There must still be a good deal of
"magnetism" about an Issue that
throws a gold-bug into convulsions
every time he touches it.

COERCION ALREADY BEGUN.

The coercion of employees and of
business subordinates is not a now

feature in American politics. It would
be difficult to say when it began; per-
hnps its existence marks from the first
political campaign, but it has only been
within the last 11fteen or twenty years
that it has reached the proportions of
a menace, and the degree of a crime.

It was In 1S96 that this SDecios of
scoundrelism reached to the greatest
magnitude. In that year hundreds of
corporations all over the country
threatened to discharge all employees
who did not vote for Mr. McKinley;
others threatened to cut wages if Mr.
Bryan was elected; while yet others
threatened to shut down entirely if the
Democrats were victorious- There were

numerous cases where employees were

forbidden to attend Democratic meet¬
ings, and others where Republican
spellbinders were imported to whoop it
up for Mr. McKinley.employees being
herded at such limes under threats of
dismissal if they did not. attend. A
lending cotton manufacturer of an ad¬
joining State pursued this course

throughout the campaign, while in an¬

other State bordering on Virginia, the
employees of a certain railway were

ordered to march in a McKinley proces¬
sion or call at the ofll'ce for their Pay.
They marched in tho procession, but
revenged themselves by hurrahing for
Mr. Bryan. Contracts and obligations
In many Stales bad clauses annulling
them In case of Mr. Bryan's election.
These genth'tnen who upheld the

"country's honor" by bribery and bull¬
dozing; by the tactics of a bully and
the ethics of a thug, in 1S06. have al-
ready begun preparations for the pres¬
ent year. According to the Omaha. Bee
(which approves of such things In
whole and in detail), the N. C. Foster
Lumber Company, of Falrchild, Wls.
(one of the largest lumber concerns of
the West), has the following stipulation
in every contract for the purchase of
goods:
"The N. C. Foster Lumber Company

shall have the privilege of returning all,
or nny part of the goods on this order,
the amount paid on same to be refund¬
ed in case W. J. Bryan is elected Prer.i-
denl of the United States November
next."
This Is. Indeed., taking time by the

forelock, since Mr. Bryan has not yet
been named by Iiis party, and since
neither party has framed the platform
on which it will light for supremacy.
As the election approaches, however,
that concern will find many Imitators-
The special intereses that have grown
up under Republican administration
have wuxed in insolence as they have
in size. This year will be 1S96 over
again in the matter, of coercion, only a
"little more so." VvTltether coercion will
succeed, so far as it did four years ago,
remains to be determined.

A GOOD MAN DROPPED.

The gentlemen at the head or the
affairs of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict ordinarily act with such capable
discretion and forethought, considering
the environments, that the Virginian-
Pilot felt constrained to believe and did
anticipate no action that would not
lend to harmony and peace and union
of interests. Particular is this import¬
ant In view of the approaching Con¬
gressional light and the Presidential
election.

It Is. therefore, much to be regretted
that* that worthy gentleman and faith¬
ful Democrat, Dr. Bryant, of South¬
ampton, was dropped from the District
Committee. There arc always so many
"slates" and "combinations" and so

much "wire pulling" In District meet¬

ings Hint one can never exactly fore-
east a result, or tell (after It is over)
the causes.
For this reason the Vlrglnlan-Pllol

is loathe to believe that the defeat of
Dr. Bryant was the result of feeling
growing out of the Into Shnnds' fight.
It is only because the result may be
read that way that we express nur re-

gret, for Dr. Bryant wns one of the
most faithful, energetic and competent
members of the committee. His people
wanted him buck, and the good judg¬
ment and tact of the politicians might
have been brought agnin into evidence
In order that the people of Southamp¬
ton could be satisfied, and in order that
the imoresslon might not have been
made, that the Central Committee
dominated the Second District and
vented its spleen by cutting off the head
of Dr. Bryant.

It is said that a good conversational¬
ist is the best listener. And so a good
plltlclatl Is he who hears and stays
ilo.-e to the people, and reflects their
wishes, not his own. remembering al¬
ways that he has but one vote, while
they have all the balance. The lender
and the people make a powerful com¬
bination-
The success of the lamented Jno. S.

Barbour has been attributed to his

deference to the voters. <o his nbl' Ity
to reflect the will of the majority la his
actions, and to find that majority?; to
his energetic partizanry for the p arty
and Its success, and to his mrtspi >ken
and over-evident Impartiality bet' .vecn
rival candidates and disputes-
These observations naturally cot no to

us who observed closely the actio ns of
the Second District Committee .meet¬
ing. One cannot but feel that a #sacri-
P.ce should have been made, if neces¬

sary, as a guarantee of the very good
will that e.rists. or should have ccisted.
In the Second District- "Let the' dead
past bury its dead." Let us have an
united and invincible Dcniocrary. Dem¬
ocrats have undying Principles- fo-r
which to light; they have a la inner un¬

stained, some leaders worthy of emula¬
tion. Let personal spite aval -'iqiie and
petty sellishness go, remembe ring tlv it
in the future, as in the past, it is in
the supremacy of the Democra Mc pufrty
alone that Old Virginia claims- her. re¬

spectability, civilization, prosperity, and
success.

THE DANGER OF INDIFFE S.EHCE.
There seems to be prevalen I tlic im-

pression that the Democrat'fc State
Convention having declared Cor a revi¬
sion of the Constitution, tht it tV.ere is
nothing further to be done in d.-tniring
that result. The rest Is taken / for grant¬
ed. This should not be so. The Deir/:>-
crntic party has pledged I ötelf to se¬
cure the call of a Constitutional Con¬
vention. The real work fs yet to be
done. It becomes the duty o f every Dem¬
ocrat to see that the pi edge is kept,
and to that end there i much work
to be done in an excec dingly short
time.
The election occurs or- thfo 21th In¬

stant. There is no opp jrtunlty to or¬
ganize and give momei itaim to a cam¬
paign as in ordinary S {ate and nation¬
al elections. It is cssi ölially a matter
for the rank and tile. Tlvy rlimtld nat-
walt tor the Stimulus *oi repeated calls
from party loaders. No Democrat
should assume that h'.'s vote will not be
needed to carry out ni»s party's pledge,
lo secure a majority for the Constitu¬
tional Convention. Whatever his views
may have been before the State Con¬
vention spoke, as a IDemocrnt he should
cheerfully accept its verdict and go
loyally to work in (ho few days that re¬
main to poll the party vote on the 21th.
We do not apprehend that any con¬

siderable number, of Democrats will
vote against a i»»trty measure. The
danger is in inaMfforcnee, not in open
opposition. The vote is always smaller
at off-elections .unlvss there has been a
hot campaign preceding thorn. How
much the vote will fall off, it is Impos¬
sible to determine. One thing is certain

the Republican?! have had, a number
of weeks, the start In the campaign,and
there is reason ;to believe that they ate
making the mc st of It. If the Demo¬
crats want a -stinging defeat at the
bands of this remnant of a party, they
can be accommodated by assuming that
the cor.ver.tion will carry -without do¬
ing anything to help along the light for,
it.
Chairman Ellyson has written to tfc e

district, county, and city committees
urging activlty.and the response should
be prompt and decisive. While the lime
is short, much can be done In bringing
home to the Democratic masses the
necessity of turning out to the .polls.
This matter is all important. A defeat

of the Democratic party of Virginia, at
this time, would have a most disas¬
trous effect upon the party's chfmces of
victory in the nation at large; would
dishearten the party in other States,
and encourage the opposition. Defeat
is not to be thought of; therefore let
Democrats put off indifference.

An anti-cigarette crusade has been
started in Washington City, and has
developed some noteworthy results. It
was found that in one selwtol of 27 boys
and 10 girls, ranging from 1.1 to 10 years
of age. 21 of the boys, and C of the girls,
were cigarette smokers. In a num¬

ber of other schools much the same
conditions were found to exist; while
of course, among the children whose
school 'is the street, the proportion of
smokers is even higher. All this ob¬
tains In spite of a stringent law against
the sale of cigarettes to minors, and
hn-'< produced but two easjs of prose¬
cution for violation of the law in the
past year. And Washington is not
worse than other cities.

And to think that lion. Charles
Emory Smith, a nieml»-r of Mr. Mc¬
Kinley'.« Cabinet, should be a wild-eyed
Anarchist! Yet such is the ra.se. 1 Ion-
Charles Emory Smith through his
newspaper, the Philadelphia Press, ac¬

cuses the Supremo Court of the United
States of dishonesty; and says it I;!
wont to "pettifog." When Democrats
crlth Ised a single member of that Court
for changing bis mind, over night, ns

to the Income-tax law. they were Anar¬
chists, e-netnles of the courts and of
authority- They little thought 'then
that they should one day revel and
bask in the company of Hon. Charles
Emory Smith, of Hon. Dill McKlnlcy's
Cabinet. What a strange ahd happy
world is this!

It was only the other week that two
young surgeons of Johns Hopkins Hos¬
pital cured Prof. Simon Newcomb (the
noted astronomer), of chronic lameness
by removing a diseased nerve from his
leg, after the most distinguished physi¬
cians had failed of a diagnosis. An¬
other operation of equal note has Just
been performed by the removal of a

tumor fj-oin the sDinal cord of D. M.
Schmidt, a well-known New Yorker.
The tumor had produced parnlysia "and
for nearly three years physicians had
been unable to diagnose the trouble.

It la stated that the operation was en¬
tirely successful, and is one ofithe most
remarkable on record.

Former Consul Wlldman hints that
General Otis is cUthcr Ignorant of the
situation in the Philippine*, or has been
handling' the trutih ca/.-elessly. Mr.
Wlldman Is plainly righ't, but we seem
to recall that his owr. record in this
Philippine business was not exactly
brilliant.

While n benevolf nt administration Is
"assimilating" t.hv Filipinos, it does not
forget to stars© a few Indians. The
Klowas. Oomctiohes nnd Apaches have
no-t dined for some -weeks now. If poor
Lo thought he had ceased to be "it,"
Jils rellectloian were premature.

There Is a big rpw on in Havana be¬
tween the. candidates and the police,
and the /attcr have been forbidden to
carry revolvers. Now. if the former are
forbid'/en to carry mouths there mill
be peace. i

The attorney of Gaynor nnd Greene,
who shared Captain Carter's S2.000.nno
of loot, declares '!hnt the government
was never defrauded. The aittorney Is
right. It seems to have been a plain,
robust case of steal.

Judge Lochren'a decision that the
Constitution extends to Porto Rico has
been promptly assigned to the unkind
cut department of the Administration
archives.

If the Sultan had offered to buy an
election through Mark Hanna instead
a ship through Cramp, that little mis¬
understanding would doubtless have
been straightened out promptly.

The scheme of satrapy government
seems to require a great deal of cob¬
bling. Mr. McKlnley's Congress might
provide itself with a "finishing depart-
mcnt" -with distinct benefit._
TTon. Webster Davis says President
McKinley is in the hands of designing
men. And Mr. Davis was for quite a
while a part of the situation.

With Snm Jones nnd Eugene Dobs
both holding forth at the same time,
Baltimore has been greatly puzzled to
know which was the main tent.

Resides the not too friendly designs
of Mark Hanna, Hon. Joe Poraker has
a full-grown hullabaloo with an Ohio
preacher on his hands.

Tho New York and Texas having
seen the duck-trousered pro-Consul
safely ashore at San Juan, are back
at Newport News.

"The Senate is becoming the most un¬

dignified body In tho world." remarks
the Washington Post. What hus the
S-Tiate still if Its dignity has vanished?

England is raising too much row over

'a few doctored dispatches from the seat
of war. In America they have long
been a "matter of course."

Lord Lansdowne can get a job lot of
sympathy by application to Hon. Rus¬
sell A. Alger.

The transformation is complete.
George Dewey has taken to singing.

It Is asserted that a real general has
succeeded Otis in the Philippines.

notes ANDsVpINIONS.
'f THE ICE TRUST.

(Brooklyn Eagle.)
The frozen nerve of tho ice trust,

with its charge of CO cents a hundred
to private consumers In this city, is
made clearer this morning by the New
TTTk Times. That paper publiidie.i d4#»
patches from many cities showing that
wherever the trust controls the situa¬
tion unices have been advanced, al¬
though nowhere to the figure named for
this city. "New York is rich; let It
bleed like a stuck pig" seems to be the
motto of the trust. No other principle
explains c harges of 10 cents in Kansas
City atul "."> cents In Cincinnati, where
ico is harder t'o keen and the supply
has tii be transported further than in
New York, in both cities the trust has
raised the price, but in neither to the
prohibitive New York limit. In Boston,
where the trust is not In control, ice is
selling to small consumers for 25 cents
a hundred. In Albany under the same
conditions tho price Is 20 cents and In
Buffalo the price has not been raised
for five rears. Under these circum¬
stances the fiction that the price in
Now York has been raised because of a
scarcity of ice is too thin to hold the
weight of one lone iceman.

IGNORANCE.
(Danville Pee.)

Tho prass dispatches inform us that
the Republican parly has effected an

organization i" the island of Hawaii;
also that the bubonic plague is raging
there. Not having had the plague, we
cannot sny for which of tho two evils
the inhabitants of this unfortunate Is¬
land are most to be pitied.

ELECTION ESTIMATES-
The New York World's estimate of

the electoral vote Gives the following
twenty-four States as surely Demo¬
cratic, with R« aggregate of l*.i>'. votes:
Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado. Dela¬
ware. Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas,
Kentucky.Louisinnn, Maryland. Missis¬
sippi, Missouri, Montana. Nebraska.
Nevada. North Carolina. South Caro¬
lina. Tennessee. Texas. Utah, Virginia,
West Virginia. Wyoming.
Tho following States, with hi* votes,

arc placed in the Republican column:
California. Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa,
Maine. Massachusetts, Michigan, New
Hampshire, Nov* Jersey, North Dakota,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode island.
Snath Dakota, Vermont, Washington,
Wisconsin.
The following four States are placed

in the doubtful column: New York, 35;
Indiana. K>; Ohio. 23; Minnesota, 9
fötal. S3.
Necessary to oloot. 224 votes.

FEAR A REACTION.
(Philadelphia Record.)

The opposition in Congress and In the
administration to a reduction of war
taxes Is in the confessed fear that a
reaction \u tmslness prosperity may

cause a decline In the public revenues.In that case a relief of the people fromtaxes would enable them tho better toovercome the evils of a business reac¬tion. Besides, experience shows that atemporary Treasury deficit Is less em¬barrassing and mischievous than anenormous suralus of revenue drainedfrom the earnings of business andtempting to extravagant and wastefulexpenditure.

MORE AMENDMENT NEEDED.
(Houston Post.)

It is suggested that Congress oughtto oerfect its discriminative work byamending tho Porto Rlcan legislationso as to protect resident Americans Inthe Island against that 15 per cent, dutyon imports. Some of the carpet-baggersdown there will be compelled to placeorders In this country for goods, youknow.

-TTT>r»rTTTTTTTTTTTITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTtlTTIITIT»IiIT,-,
To Our Advertisers. j

The VIrglnlnn-Pllot Is compelled to!£ require that nil advertisers dcslrlnp to;? change their advertisements In our sun- f: dny edition t'urulsh in with copy not!E Inter tlinii 13 o'clock noon Fridays. No EIf cbnngo of advertisement will bo gnur-.t nntend In our Sunilay paper If copy 1st£ scut Inter than tills boar. This require-1
. iiicnt Is rendered necessary by the great Pi Increase In our advertising patronage, t
t for which wo thank our patrons nnd t
? trust Hint llicy will appreciate the fact t

that an curly paper will bo n ntntualE1 benefit to both our renders and adver- *

£ Users. ' I I
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Every Remedy Had Failed,
But He is Perfectly well now!

"I HAD TRIED ALMOST EVERYCATARRH MEDICINE I ever heard ofand ABL FAILED to cure me. My suf¬ferings were severe and 1 was miserableIndeed. 1 FELT ALL THE TIME ASIF THERE WAS A LUMP OFPHLEGM IN MY THROAT which I musthawk away. This kept me hawking allth- time. My throat would get dry nnd+-F»-ftH.l -MY NOSTRILS FELT BTtTF-FY AND CLOGGED UP. MY EAItSKEPT RINGING AND SINGING CON¬STANTLY AND MY K Y KS WURKSORE, WATERY AND WEAK. My ap-pelltc was very poor, and I was so badoff couldn't sleep and wot'LD get UPIN THE Ml HIN Ing AS TIRED ASWHEN I LAID DOWN AT NIGHT anddidn't feel like working at all. 1 felttired nil the time and GOT EASILY FA¬TIGUED. OFTEN HAD A DI'I.LHEADACHE WHEN I GOT UP IN THEMORNING. In this condition A Fill enDHDVISED ME TO BE TitBATED BYDlt. F1REY. which I did, and IIISTREATMENT HAS MADE me FEELLIKE A NEW PERSON. MY APPE¬TITE IS EXCELLENT. SLEEP WELL.FEEL WELL. LIKE TO WORK. EARSAND EYES ALL RIGHT. ALL THE ca¬TARRH SYMPTOMS GONE. BREATHEFREE AND EASY: in FACT 1 PEELENTIRELY CURED. Before taking his
treatment I USED TO LIE IN RED ANHOUR COUGHING AND HAWKINGBEFORE I COULD GO to BLEEP,BI t NO TROUBLE NOW. 1 certainlyrecommend Dr. Flrcy's treatment us thebest Catarrh Cure.

J. r. OVERMAN.
Portsmouth, Va.

Residence Laurel avenue, near Duknstreet, PrentlSS Place; works nt NavyYard. Two years have passed since Mr.Overman was cured by me. and thero hasbeen no return whatever of the disease.

Rooms 3 and 4 No. 374 Main street, over
"The Hub." Specialties.CATARRH and
all diseases of Eye, Ear, Nose. Throat,Chest and Stomach.
Hours. 9 n. m. to 12:30 p. m; 2 p. m. to6 p m. Sunday hours, 10:30 a. m. to 12:30

l> m. Tuesday night, Thursday night and
Saturday night. 7:15 p. m. to S:15 p. m
CONSULTATION ALWAYS FREE.

Medicines furnished. Terms moderate.
Eyes examined for glasses free of
charge.

_

Tirthe
nillinery For Easter
Week.

We have received In addition to our
stock FIFTY DOZEN LEGHORN
hats, ranging in prices from 63c. to
$"00. A large assortment of FANCY
HATS In Chip. Neapoll, Tan. Fine
Straw and all other kinds of brands.
The nev.est WALKINO HATS. New

Collage, flowers, egrets and ornaments.
In fact we have an Immense slock

of all kinds of MILLINERY GOODS.
\Y.- will guarantee our prices. The

ladles are respectfully Invited to ex¬
amine our goods.
No trouble to show them.

.62 Church St.

For Pretty Feet
Those who want delicate, shapely FOOTFASHIONS for home wear or for dressyoccasions will nnd some pretty thing:here.
They are fashionable, comfortable,handsome in appearance and so wellmade as to stand long usage, while heavyenough to protect lb' health.

PR ICES MODERAT E.
QUALITY SUPERIOR

GALE'S
192 CHURCH STREET.

R,ed Shoe sign, Opposite Berrnud,*,

This
Week

One-half

Give Your Cook
A Chance:.

Don't expect the cook to make a
nice dinner out of ordinary meats,
Give us the orders for

YOUF? MBKTS,
The cook will do the rest.

J. S. Bell, Jr. &Co.,
Roth rhoncs. Open all nay.

Cooking;
By Gas...
-Thoroughly demonstrated at an cx
-hlbttlon to he given In tho store un
-dor Kirn Hail, Urambleton, begitt
-nlng

Monday, May 7th.
THE LADIES ARE CORDIALLY IN¬

VITED TO ATTEND._.

City Gas Company
OF NORFOLK,

82 and 84 Plume Street.

IRWIN'S EXPRESS CO.
52 Campbell's Wharf.

PHONE 6- EITHER PHONE.
Wo haul anything to and from any¬where In the three cities.
Special facilities for hauling Safes.Boilers, Furniture and Planus. ^

Lots ftUed and «Ung wanted^


